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WASHINGTON (AP) - William Webster is staying on as CIA director

————

——

———

House concern about leaving the agency rudderless during the
confirmation fight over his designated successor, Robert Gates.

Webster, 67, had planned to leave the CIA at the end of July to
go into private legal practice, but he graciously consented'' to
postpone his retirement at President Bush's behest, White House
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said Tuesday.

Webster and Bush had hoped the Senate would have confirmed Gates
by the end of July so he could assume the top CTA job.

But the Senate Intelligence Camnittee postponed its hearings

The Intelligence Camittee is seeking limited immunity for Fiers
SO he can testify about Gates. Fiers has pleaded guilty to two

Gates and how much he supports him. '

The president expressed his personal outrage at much of the
efforts to denigrate (Gates') c{lgracter by innuendo and leaked
stories,'' said the Spokesman. " “We think Bob Gates is an excellent
candidate and he will be confirmed. '

Webster- developed a reputation, first during nine years at the
FBI and then over his four-year tenure at the CIA, for restoring
confidence at troubled institutions.

He tock over the CIA after the agency had been rocked by the
Iran-Contra affair, in which its late director, wWilliam Casey, was
deeply involved. Webster ordered an investigation, disciplined
Seven staff members and put in place clear-cut directives for
reporting to Congress.

Bush would have liked wWebster to stay through Gates'
confirmation process but bowed to Webster's desire to start his new
career, officials said.

After Webster leaves, they said, the president will likely
appoint deputy director Richard Kerr to fill in until Gates or
another successor is confirmed.
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